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Kathmandu -- USAID/Nepal Mission Director Ms. Beth Paige inaugurated the Education for
Income Generation in Nepal project in a ceremony at the project’s regional office in Nepalgunj
last week.  The project is funded by the United States Agency for International Development
(USAID) and implemented by Winrock International and 10 national and international partner
organizations.

The Education for Income Generation project will promote peace and prosperity in all 15
districts of the mid-west region by training over 70,000 Nepali youth over a five-year period.  

The goal of the project is to increase disadvantaged and conflict-affected youth’s access to
education and training for income and employment. The project will provide an integrated
training on literacy, life skills, and peace-building that will give disadvantaged youth reading,
record keeping and math skills to become self-employed, or to go on for additional training in
vocational education or agriculture.

“The assistance provided by the American people is used to address the needs of rural,
marginalized populations,” said Mission Director Beth Paige. “We use an approach that will
empower youth to access information and opportunities as they pursue productive futures.” 

Relying on an innovative demand-driven approach, the project will create vocational education
training courses that meet the needs of employers and connect youth to income generation
opportunities.  Agricultural trainings will focus on providing youth with the skills to double their
cash income and/or increase household food sufficiency.

Over its lifetime the project will provide literacy, life skills and peace building training to 30,000
youth, vocational training to 10,000 youth, and agricultural or micro-enterprise training to 50,000
youth.  These trainings will be complemented by job counseling, mentoring, and partnerships
with the private sector to ensure that quality employment opportunities are identified.

Additionally, the project will provide scholarships to dalits and other disadvantaged youth to
enable them to pursue studies in the formal education system.
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